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BRHS NEWSLETTER

ISSUE 1-10. NO. 60

ROCKFORD 2009 ANNUAL MEET
as reported by Bryan Howell

M

embers of the BRHS descended
upon Rockford, IL the weekend of
September 17-19, 2009 to celebrate
the 30th anniversary of the BRHS and
the 60th anniversary of the California
Zephyr at the 2009 Annual Meeting.
Located at the end of the 23-mile long
Rockford Branch of the CB&Q,
Rockford, IL was the railroad center of
northern Illinois with 4 railroads serving
the city from all directions. CB&Q
predecessor Chicago, Rockford &
Northern completed the line to
Rockford from Flagg Center on the C&I
in 1874. The line survived through the
BN era and into BNSF before being
sold to the Illinois Railway in 1999,
which continues to operate it today.
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Milwaukee Depot in Rockford built in 1947
under AFE 43814. - CB&Q, Tim Fleck
The Holiday Inn - BRHS Meet headquarters.
- Holiday Inn

The meet headquarters for the small,
but spirited group was the Holiday Inn
of Rockford on the east side of town.
Meet activities kicked off Thursday
night with a slate of layout tours in the
Rockford area.
Layouts visited
included Dick Lindquist's Burlington
Southern, Joe Whinnery's Rocky Ford
Railroad and Tom Maladecki's Malady
Bay Railroad. While the men were out
enjoying the model railroads, the ladies
gathered in the hotel lounge to meet
new attendees and catch up with old
friends and acquaintances. After an
eventful evening, most attendees
turned in early with the normal
Saturday activities being held on Friday
instead to allow for activities at the
Illinois Railway Museum Saturday
afternoon.
Friday's activities started with the
Annual Member Meeting where
President Gene Tacey and the
members of the BRHS board in
attendance informed the members of
the past year's events and the plans for
the year ahead and beyond. At the
conclusion of the Member Meeting, the
group moved across the hall for the

Swap Meet. Two rooms of CB&Q and
other railroad items greeted the
attendees and many deals and great
finds were had. At the same time,
voting for the model and photo contests
was taking place. A few fantastic
models were on display as well.
Attendees were then treated to three
fantastic clinics. The first was from
Dennis Owens entitled "The CB&Q's
Influence on the Growth of Kansas
City." Mr. Owens' presentation focused
on the building of the "Hannibal Bridge"
and how the Q's own growth
contributed to the growth of Kansas
City. The next clinic was from the late
Ed DeRouin entitled "Things I Didn't
See When I Took the Photos."
Longtime BRHS member DeRouin
shared some of his favorite Q slides
Continued on page 2
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Continued from page 1
and pointed out some unexpected
discoveries he did not notice when
taking the photos. The final clinic was
the
always
enjoyable
CB&Q
Railroaders Roundtable. Harold Wind,
who worked various towers along the
Q's East End and his wife Louise, who
worked various ticket jobs, regaled us
with tales of life on the railroad,
including busy times at the Union
Avenue Interlocking in Chicago.

The ladies had an enjoyable day as
well with activities planned by Sharon
Hendricks. A visit to The Eclectic Gift
Shop was the first stop, followed by a
tour of the new Anderson Gardens,
including lunch at the Anderson
Restaurant accompanied by piano.
The afternoon was then spent at the
Edgebrook
Center
with
more
opportunities for shopping.
Following the day's events, members
gathered for a social hour at the Klehm
Arboretum followed by a banquet
dinner catered by the locally popular "A
Better Choice Catering." After dinner,
the raffle winners were announced with
winners taking home fantastic books,
locomotives, freight cars and other
assorted items. Proceeds from the
raffle benefit the BRHS with funds used
for BRHS publications and activities.
The winners of the modeling and photo
contests were then announced, along
with a special Society award. The
evening's program was a fantastic
multimedia presentation entitled "Silver
Memories" by James Popson and the

Vice President of Operations, Bob Grenier checks in meet attendees and Vice President
of Membership, Allen Moore, with help from Larry Stephens, gives Bob assistance while
handling membership questions. - Bill Jelinek

Continued on page 3

The Annual Business Meeting always provides members the opportunity to find out and
discuss what has been, and what has not been happening in the society and provide
the board and officers feedback. - Bill Jelinek

Our first clinician of the day was Dennis
Owens on the influence and importance
of the Burlington to the growth of Kansas
City. - Bill Jelinek

Our second clinician, the late Ed DeRouin,
points out details he didn’t notice when
taking many slides of the Burlington’s east
end. - Bill Jelinek
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Topping off the clinics was the
Railroader’s Roundtable with Louise and
Harold Wind who talked of their service
on the CB&Q. - Bill Jelinek
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Continued from page 2
Northwestern Illinois Chapter of the
NRHS. The presentation was a visual
and aural treat combining photographs
and recordings of Zephyrettes and
Conductors on a run of the California
Zephyr from Chicago to San
Francisco. 2009 marked the 60th
anniversary of the inauguration of the
California Zephyr and this was an
excellent tribute to the 'Silver Lady.'

Saturday started out with another
round of layout tours. A few of the
layouts from Thursday were open
once again, along with Jim Baker's
Goshen Subdivision of the New York
Central, Bill Kirchmeyer's Chicago
Champaign & Southern, Dennis
Blunt's Omaha Road, Bill Teeter's
Peoria & Pekin Union Transfer Co. and
Jim McQueeny's Pacific & Western.
Following the layout tours, attendees
headed over to Union, IL and the
Illinois Railway Museum. Multiple
pieces of CB&Q equipment were
running and on display, including the
recently returned Nebraska Zephyr,
S4-A Hudson No. 3007, SW-7 No.
9255 and the recently restored SD24
No. 504. Following the close of
regularly scheduled operations, a
fantastic BBQ dinner was served at the
Central Avenue Depot with the West
End
Jazz
Band
providing
entertainment.
After dinner, the
Nebraska Zephyr was brought to the
depot and members boarded the train
for a special trip. With the group split
between dining car 'Ceres' and
observation car 'Juno,' dessert was
served as the Zephyr took a trip on
IRM's mainline.

Bill Glick (far left) came from California to sell his excellent CB&Q Passenger Car books
and Robert Schafer and Jerry Lundeen examine one. - Bill Jelinek

John McBee looks over the shoulder of Bob Reese as he makes a purchase and to the
right, Rich Gortowski and Mike Gruber talk with author John Kelly - Bill Jelinek

At the conclusion of the dessert trip,
most members said their good-byes
and headed home. Those that stayed
were treated to night operations at the
museum, along with numerous
nighttime photo opportunities. Special
thanks to all those who helped with the
meet, including Bob Grenier, Dave
Lotz, Dennis Blunt, Rich Gortowski,
Allen Moore, Sharon Hendricks,
members of the Rock River Valley
Division NMRA, Nick Kallas at IRM, all
of the layout tour hosts and all those
who worked behind the scenes to help
pull off a great meet!
Allen Moore is obviously pleased at lightening his wallet! Bryan Howell checks out the
book that Grant Law is reviewing and Ken Tucek appears to be enjoying the selection at
the swap meet. - Bill Jelinek
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ROCKFORD AREA LAYOUTS ON TOUR

Bill Kirchmeyer ‘s Chicago Champaign & Southern is a fictional Class 1 road from Chicago to New Orleans. The modeled portion begins just north
of Champaign, Illinois, then southward to just short of the Ohio River. Separate staging yards feed both ends of the railroad. Junctions and
interchanges with the B&O, PRR, NYC, IC, and Wabash are featured. The Champaign yard is on the lower level behind Greg White (left) and
Herrick on the upper level. CC&S No.437 peeks out of the engine house (right). - Both Bill Jelinek

A view of the turntable and roundhouse service area of the divison point
yard on Dennis Blunt’s CStPM&O where steam is handling extra traffic
on Labor Day weekend in 1956 but is rapidly being replaced by diesels.
- Bill Jelinek

The colorful Namekagon motor car train in 1948 livery has just pulled
up for a meet with the steam heavy weight "Victory" at the division point
depot on Dennis Blunt's HO scale "Omaha Line" set in west central
Wisconsin circa 1956. - Bill Jelinek

When Dennis Blunt decided to build a multi level water garden in
the backyard, it was only natural to include an operating G scale
train running around the perimeter of the garden circling over and
under the two waterfalls. - Gene Tacey

Bill Teeter’s Pekin & Peoria Union Terminal Railway is a connecting
line whose main yard is East Peoria. - Greg White
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ROCKFORD AREA LAYOUTS ON TOUR

A Burlington GP and SD in black and gray lead their freight past a tower
on Dick Lindquist’s Burlington Southern HO scale model railroad that
was open both Thursday and Saturday. - Bill Jelinek

Bryan Howell views the West End of of Jim Baker’s Goshen
Subdiviion of the New York Central. This section represents the
industrial area of NW Indiana and has an IHB interchange, steel
mill, oil refinery, and a large grain terminal. - Bill Jelinek

An interesting mix of steam and early diesel motive power
can be seen surrounding the turntable on Jim McQueeny’s
Pacific & Western railroad. - Gene Tacey

Joe Whinnery’s C & O Rocky Ford Branch is set in West Virginia
and Kentucky. This is a coal hauling road featuring coal processing
and loading, a small strip mine, and a few light manufacturers. - Bill
Jelinek

Tom Maladecki’s Chicago, Malady Bay & Pacific is a point-to-point railroad that runs through bluff areas of Illinois reaching out to Indiana and
Iowa. Burlington Northern & Chessie share ownership and a lot of early equipment can still be seen here. - Bill Jelinek
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ILLINOIS RAILWAY MUSEUM’S BURLINGTON ON DISPLAY

S4-A Hudson No. 3007. - Bill Jelinek

SW-7 No. 9255. - Gene Tacey

E5 No. 9911 and SD24 No. 504. - Bill Jelinek

Bill Jelinek checks out the cab of the SD24. - Greg White

Baggage RPO No. 1923 . - Bill Jelinek

Nebraska Zephyr Train of the Goddesses. - Greg White

NE12 Waycar No. 13572. - Bill Jelinek

BN 9908, Ex-Q E9A 9976 and BN3, ex-Q E9A 9989A. - Bill Jelinek
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BBQ DINNER AND BRHS DESSERT ABOARD THE NZ

IRM & BRHS members in line for a wonderful BBQ. - Bill Jelinek

Picnic tables were all around the Central Avenue Depot. - Bill Jelinek

Some folks dressed in period costumes for the day. - Bill Jelinek

BRHS members board the NZ for a special dessert run. - Bill Jelinek

Margaret and Bob Schafer aboard dining car Ceres. - Bill Jelinek

Rebecca Tulloch dressed as a 1943 Rockford Peach . - Gene Tacey

Rich Gortowski and Ken Mosny enjoy the chocolate cake, nostalgic ride and
the conversations with other BRHS members. - Bill Jelinek

Ken Mosny, John Ellerhoff, Bryan Howell, Jim Miller and other BRHS
members enjoy the comfort of Juno’s lounge seats. - Bill Jelinek
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AFTERGLOW

SW-7 No. 9255. - Bill Jelinek

Train of the Goddesses after her last run. - Bill Jelinek

The star of the night is the one and only Silver Pilot. - Greg White

SD24 No. 504 with headlights blazing. - Bryan Howell

Darkness adds a whole new dimension to the signal display. - Bill Jelinek

Juno with markers and drumhead aglow. - Gene Tacey
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VP of Operations, Bob Grenier, welcomes BRHS members and
guests to the Friday night banquet and program. - Bill Jelinek

A barbershop quartet provided pre-dinner entertainment to all in the
Klehm Arboretum. From left to right Doug Phillips, Chris Webber,
Greg Martin and Mark Kleem. - Bill Jelinek

A wonderful buffet dinner was prepared and served by by A Better Choice Catering. One thing is for sure, you never have to worry about the
quality of food at a BRHS banquet!! - Both photos Bill Jelinek

The late Ed DeRouin, Ken and Joyce Tucek and Jim Singer await
their table’s turn to go to the buffet. - Bill Jelinek

Esther McBee watches the buffet line while Dennis Popish wonders
why his table always gets called last. - Bill Jelinek

Bob Grenier introduces Laura Mueller and James Popson, who
presented the multimedia program “Silver Memories “. - Bill Jelinek

The California Zephyr program combines four trays of slides and two
projectors coordinated with an audio track. - Bill Jelinek
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AWARDS & RECOGNITION
FUKA / MIEKISZAK
MEMORIAL AWARD

Phil Weibler accepting the Fuka / Miekiszak
award on behalf of the museum. - Bill Jelinek

(above) The West Chicago City Museum as it appears today. Courtesy West Chicago City Museum
(right) The Turner Junction / West Chicago CB&Q depot
recently moved to the museum. - Bill Jelinek

Greg Baumgardner

Bob Tyson

Phil Weibler

BEST IN SHOW
DAVID J. BECK
MEMORIAL MODEL
CONTEST AWARD

STEWART
PASSENGER
SERVICE AWARD

BEST IN SHOW
PHOTO AWARD
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Eunice Baker and Greg White eagerly purchase their lucky raffle
tickets from Allen Moore. - Bill Jelinek

Sharon Hendricks hands out one of the ladies door prizes to Mariyn
Johnson. - Bill Jelinek

Dennis Owens, Joe Legner and Steve Holding making their selections
from the raffle table. - Bill Jelinek

Tom Lopresti (foreground) and another lucky winner make their choices
from the raffle that benefits the BRHS as a whole. - Bill Jelinek

FALL MEET THANK-YOU’S
Meet Planning Committee
Bob Grenier, Dave Lotz,
Dennis Blunt, Rich Gortowski
Registration
Bob & Ginny Grenier
On Site Coordination
Bob Grenier
Clinics
Ed DeRouin, Dennis Owens,
Louise and Harold Wind

Layout Tour Owners

Jim Baker, Dennis Blunt,
Bill Kirchmeyer, Dick Lindquist,
Tom Maladecki, Jim McQueeny,
Bill Teeter, Joe Whinnery
Model/Photo Contest
Larry Stoll, Barb Stoll, Rich Gortowski
Photographers
Bryan Howell, Bill Jelinek, Gene Tacey,
Greg White
Quartet

Program

James Popson
Ladies Events
Sharon Hendicks

Mark Kleem, Greg Martin,
Doug Phillips and Chris Webber
Special Thanks to:

A Better Choice Catering
Anderson Gardens
Illinois Railway Museum
Edgebrook Center
Klehm Arboretum
Northwestern Illinois Chapter NRHS
Rock River Valley Division NMRA
The Eclectic Gift Shop
West End Jazz Band
Hotel Accomodations
Holiday Inn
11

DOOR PRIZE
DONORS
5th Avenue Car Shops
A & R Productions
Accurail
Athearn Trains
Atlas
Badger Air Brush
Blair Line
Brass Car Sides
Built Rite Models
Colorado RR Museum
Digitrax
Illinois Railway Museum
Intermountain Ry. Co.
Joe Legner
Kadee Quality Products
Kalmbach Publishing
Micro Trains
Mile Post 208 Publications
NKP Car Co.
Pixels Publishing
Q Connection
S Helper Service
Steve Conner
Sundance Marketing
Tomar Industries
Walthers
Woodland Scenics
Xuron Corporation

BRHS_Zephyr60_9x_9x_BRHS_251129 8/18/2021 12:17 PM Page 12

MODELING THE BURLINGTON
Kitbashing a Model of Q Observation 638, 639 or 640

Text, Drawing & Model Photos all Bill Glick

N

ow for you passenger car fans, here is a
model kitbash making two cars into one. I
used two Walthers undecorated Pullman
Heavyweight 3-2 Lounge-Obs cars (Plan 3959D)
Walthers No 932-10250. I started with a copy of
the CB&Q Observation No. 639 plans from my
Passenger Cars of the Burlington book on page
39. The prototype photos from Hol Wagner may
be found in my Burlington Passenger Car Photo
Album on page 117. This project requires a little
planning and patience to carefully cut and paste
sections of the car sides to match the drawing.

Above, the first cutting of the parts that will be left
whole or partially whole. Since I did this months
ago I did not record every detail step, plus there
is more than one way to cut and splice these into
the finished car. I will leave that up you. You will
have to remove all the snap-in tabs as they are
not needed and get in the way when cutting the
sides.

This is the view of the large
windows that actually require two
windows to make one. This takes
careful calculations to make sure
each window comes out the
same. You want to do this early
on so any adjustments to side
length can be done at wide
sections.

Take your time cutting each
segment, fitting it and then gluing
it - then go to the next section,
working inward from each end,
towards the middle of the car.
That's why planning is good,
even when you have two cars to
start with. I never throw anything
away and always have parts left
over to help build other cars.

Above and at right is the last piece to be measured and cut so both
sides are the same length. This is why you need to work right on top
or near the copy of the drawing. Make sure you always check twice
before you cut, and use the floor as a guide for length of side.

Here is how
the finished
car sides look.

12

Above - the final side overlaps shown
before they are marked for the cut. Make
sure the sides match the floor length.
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Now the challenging part - cutting and fitting the end walls which are located farther in than the Walthers car. I had to
cut and remove some of the flanges on the end wall to allow it to fit farther in between the small end window and the
larger window in the observation room. Below you see the part of the inner floor cut back to clear the end wall.

You have two options to do these changes. I chose to leave the weights uncut. However, you may choose to cut
the steel weight and allow the end wall to set directly on the floor. Since I do not have an interior floor plan, I just
used most of the Walthers car as is, but made it match the resulting window spacing.

13
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Next I got all the pieces together for painting and decaling. Please note that the side support railings above and
below windows are hanging loose due to the change in moving the rear wall in. Since it has been a while since I
built this model, I believe the tabs from the sides were all removed, as they are not in the correct locations any
longer. So at final body assembly, all parts are glued together. The underbody is left as is.

Install the Walthers
end diaphragms.

I installed the Walthers window
glass wherever possible, then
used clear sheet stock for the
large windows that were in the
observation room.
I used
masking tape for window
shades, although these do not
last forever.

For final body assembly, I have used clothes
pins and a clamp. Secure with plastic glue
and/or ACC. I believe I applied the glue after
it was clamped together. I wanted to make
sure everything fit well. After clamps are
removed you may apply more glue as needed.
Next step, the roof modifications.

14
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For the roof, you may opt to use the original kit roof as-is, or make modifications to match the prototype. I chose the
latter. Using the drawings and prototype photos, you will take the roofs of the two kits, choose two halves that will
give you the closest match. In the photo above, you can see where I chose to cut and splice. I also spliced in a new
observation end section that you can see in the images below. This Dremel tool disc saw is quite necessary to save
time in cutting out pieces. Of course you will have to be very careful not to cut yourself! I have the speed controlled
by foot pedal from an old sewing machine. Speed control is the only safe way to use this type of tool. These are
available from Dremel or Gyros Precision Tools.

In the detail shots above you can see that some air conditioning duct end “step-down” sections had to be removed
and replaced with the correct detail from another roof. This is why I never throw anything away! The images below
show the underside of the roof with all the splices and the observation end ceiling insert installed.

New England Rail Service of Newbury, VT, has a Pullman Air Conditioning Duct Kit (Walthers part no. 529-250) to
lengthen the A/C ducts, or you may decide to cut out a section from the other roof. Both methods are shown below.

15
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Finished model with people added. My friend Ray Bedard came when I was preparing this article and noticed that
one side of the car has a reddish brown cast and the other side is Pullman green. I have NO idea of how it got that
way as I thought I painted it all at once. I am color blinded to red and green so that is why I never noticed it, until
now. I am not going to change it now as it would be very difficult to take apart.

For the interior, I used the Walthers interior as it is but you may want to copy the interior of car No. 637, which is a
10 section observation. (See page 38 in my Passenger Cars of the Burlington book)
16
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2009 ROCKFORD MODEL /
PHOTO CONTEST RESULTS
All Model Photos by Bill Jelinek

All models pictured are HO scale unless otherwise noted

STEAM LOCOMOTIVE
First Place (left): Bob Tyson CB&Q O5B 4-8-4 oil burner No. 5629.
This is a DiYoung brass model painted,
lettered and weathered by Bob.

D I E S E L - PA S S E N G E R
First Place: Bob Tyson CB&Q F3 A-B-A Passenger set No.
9960A,B & C. These are Life Like Proto
1000 units that have been heavily
modified, detailed and weathered.

W AY C A R
First Place: Bob Tyson CB&Q NE-10 Waycar No. 13517 - modified brass model.

STRUCTURE
Best of Show

First Place: Greg Baumgardner kit-bashed freight house.

C1
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COMPLETE TRAIN

Stewart Award
First Place: Bob Tyson - The
California Zephyr led by
repowered Hallmark E5A and
E5B units. The Nickle Plate
Products cars have had been
lettered, painted, full interiors
and window glazing added.

PHOTOS - B&W PRINT

Tie - Second Place (above):
Bob Milner - “Maiden Voyage” First trip of the westbound
1949. Galesburg, IL, was her first crew change and the f
Murphy, CB&Q Vice President of Operations (soon to be
Div. Supt. while the CZ’s engineer looks on. The Quincy
the dining car hands of The Coloradoan watch the new S
haul hoses to fill 9961’s boiler tanks.
Tie - Second Place (above right):
Phil Weibler - “Working Hard” CB&Q Miikado is leading a
Bevier & Southern onto CB&Q trackage at Bevier, MO ca
near the Yard Limit sign.
Third Place (right):
Phil Weibler - “Orders for the Waycar” Northbound Q fre
ca. 1962. The conductor on NE12 waycar No. 13584 is r

First Place (left):
Phil Weibler - “Zephyr at the Diamonds” CB&Q E5 No. 9912A mated with an E7 is
about to hit the Milwaukee Road diamonds with one of the Twin Cities Zephyrs at
Savanna, IL ca. 1962. One of the Q’s pattern domes is in today’s consist.

C2
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California Zephyr on a chilly March 20th,
fireman is climbing down the ladder. Harry
CB&Q President) greets the Galesburg
doodlebug is to the left and to the right,
Silver Lady as the Galesburg depot crew

a string of loaded coal gons off of the
a 1958. Note the CB&Q property marker

ight is just passing the Savanna, IL depot
receiving the orders being hooped up.

C3

Best of Show
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PHOTOS - COLOR PRINT

First Place: Bob Milner - “Westbound Freight Passes Oneida” CB&Q O5A No. 5623 and freight at Oneida, IL, October, 1954.

Second Place: Bob Milner - “California Zephyr” A friendly wave as E8A No. 9967 and eastbound CZ at Galva, IL in July 1954.

C4
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RECOLLECTIONS
My Grandfather was a Burlington Man

Text and Photos courtesy of Bob Nelson

I

t was the late 1940s and I was some
five or six years old. My parents, my
sister and I had driven up from
Naperville, Illinois to Prescott,
Wisconsin to visit my grandparents,
Oscar and Rose Falkenstein,
something we rarely did because of
distance and finances. Grandpa was
operating the C. B. & Q. swing bridge
over the St. Croix River. At Prescott,
the muddy Mississippi and the blue St.
Croix Rivers meet. I remember fishing
on the river and seeing a literal line in
the water - blue on one side, green on
the other. That line was the boundary
between Wisconsin and Minnesota.
Grandpa's job was to open the
railroad bridge to allow river traffic to
pass.
Oscar and Rose lived in a little red
clapboard house along the railroad
right-of-way near the bridge on Front
Street, which was across from their
house. Rose built and maintained a
sprawling garden, which she called
the "Rock Garden" because the
different
areas
of
roses,
rhododendrons, tulips, pansies and
vegetables were bordered with
fieldstones. Fifty-five years later, I still
remember the "Empire Builder" as it
raced across the span. The lights of its
dining car lit up diners lingering over
dessert and coffee.
"I gots a message for No. 41," Oscar
would say in his heavy German
accent. I'd follow him down to the
bridge and watch as he hoisted a big
bamboo hoop in the shape of a "Y"
into the air with his one arm. Between
the two wings of the "Y" was a loop of
string for attaching the message for
the train crew. As the big freight sped
through the crossing, trailing a plume
of smoke, the engineer would reach
out from the cab to snatch the
message. The earth would shake with
the vibrations of the big drivers.
Oscar was the third of four children
born to Joseph Falkenstein and
Catherine
Mahlman.
Joseph
immigrated to America in 1870 to
avoid being conscripted into the
German Army during the FrancoPrussian War. He settled on a farm in
Jahn's Valley, Buffalo County,
Wisconsin. In 1875, he relocated to
Alma where he worked as a laborer in
the lumberyard and served as the
village's sexton. The major duty of the
sexton was to care for the cemetery.
In 1893, he sent a 100-pound
pumpkin to the Chicago Columbian
Exposition.

Image of 204614 from Page 269 of the
1921 Maintenance of Way Cyclopedia.

CB&Q B&B Gang No. 1 posing by pile driver No. 204614. Oscar is on the boom to the left.

Oscar was born in Alma in 1884.
"About 1911," according to my mother,
he went to work for the Chicago,
Burlington & Quincy Railroad, most
likely as a section hand. Always clever
with machinery, he was promoted to
engineer a few years later. During the
20s and early 30s, he operated a C.B.
& Q. pile driver. No. 204614. One of
his primary duties was to sink pilings
for bridges. The little engine also
pulled a work train of seven or eight
cars. Most carried materials for the
job, but there was also a bunk car
where the crew slept and ate.
One of the bridges he worked on was
17

the Columbia Street Bridge in
Naperville. In 1946, the area beneath
that bridge was the site of the worst
wreck in C. B. & Q. history. According
to most accounts, the Advance Flyer
made an unscheduled stop well short
of the station to check the
undercarriage. A second train on the
same track, the Exposition Flyer,
smashed into the Advance Flyer at
some 60 miles per hour. A curve just
east of the bridge may have prevented
the engineer of the second train from
hitting the brakes until it was too late.
Forty-seven died and hundreds were
injured in the mishap.
Continued on page 18
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Continued from page 17

Sometimes the Q would hire
Grandpa out to other railroads. In
1922, he rebuilt the Minneapolis & St.
Louis Railroad bridge between
Abingdon and Berwick, Illinois after a
wreck and fire. For his efforts, he
received a letter of commendation
from the superintendent of the line. "I
want you to know," he wrote, "that
your work was greatly appreciated
and the efficiency displayed by you in
connection with handling the pile
driver machine was very noticeable.
Your willingness to go along with the
work and handle it without complaint
regardless of the lack of sleep and
rest greatly assisted in completing the
work sooner than we expected."
In 1932, Oscar lost his right arm (he
was right-handed) in a mishap near
Lisle, Illinois. The fireman accidentally
released the brake while Grandpa was
reaching in between the drivers and
his arm was severed about six inches
below the his shoulder. From 1933 to
1950, he operated the bridge at
Prescott. After he retired, Oscar and
Rose moved to Dubuque, Iowa to be
near their oldest daughter. He died in
1979 at the age of ninety-five. In his
last years, he used to go down to the
retirement center and "read to the old
folks." About eight years before he
died, he wrote that he had helped his
neighbor install a new furnace.
It's all gone now of course - the bridge,
the house, Grandma's rock garden.
The Q built a new railroad bridge at
Prescott in the late 1960s and the
approach cuts right through her
garden, across the site of their house
and the place where we used to dock
that little fishing boat with too many
layers of green paint. Trains still cross
the St. Croix and Mississippi, of
course, but they never stop - they
hardly even slow down. But if I close
my eyes, I can still smell the scent of
Grandma's roses, mixed forever in my
memory with that sweeter smell of
creosote on Grandpa's bridge.

Clearing the wreckage on the M&StL near Berwick, IL on May 23, 1922.

The ensuing fire after the wreck completely destroyed the pile bridge that was there.

“I am a
Burlington
Man”
Here we see Oscar at the controls of the 204614 giving aid and replacing the bridge.
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Grandpa Oscar with a big channel catfish
with the CB&Q railroad bridge in the background. Prescott, Wisconsin, 1939.

The letter of appreciation Oscar recevied from the M&StL’s Eastern Division
Superintendent, F. O. Coleman, for his “untiring efforts” a short nine days earlier.

Editor’s Note: This article is a result of follow-ups
to emails to the BRHS and to the CBQ Yahoo
Group. We invited and encouraged Bob to write
this article and share his photographs , knowing
that it would be a great continuation story to the
Pile Driver Modeling Article in Zephyr No. 58.
We encourage all members who have memories
and recollections to put them down in writing,
send them to the Zephyr, and we will work hard
to include them in a future issue.

Oscar Falkenstein’s official
railroad watch, a 1914-15
Hamilton, serial number
14334515. It’s an 18-size,
17-jewel watch with lever
set, full figured dial and the
original chain.
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The approach to the CB&Q railroad
bridge at Prescott, Wisconsin.
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by Steve Holding

INDUSTRIES ALONG THE Q
The Industrial Lead
here was an Industrial Lead, which
ran along the south side of the
mainline west of West Eola Interlocking.
It ran outside of the fence, which ran
along the north side of the Austin
Western Plant and crossed Farnsworth.
If you followed it westward to the end
you came to the scrap yard run by the
Dearborn Iron and Metal Company.

T

This yard would have sorted out the
scrap brought in by local truckers
loading gons of scrap steel and possibly
using boxcars for the higher valued
scrap aluminum and copper.
The original buildings and location of
the Aurora Pump Company were also
located along this spur. Unlike Batavia,
to the north, which even today is known

Sanborn Fire map above, and below, a 1939 aerial photo from the Illinois State Geological Survey, University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign.
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as the "Windmill City", Aurora was the
home of two large pump manufacturers
- the American Well Works dating from
1868 (will be covered in future article)
and the Aurora Pump Company. The
Aurora Pump Company was founded in
1919 by Louis Bodinson, a former Chief
Engineer for American Well Works,
William Todd and Emil Shopbach to
build a line of deep well reciprocating
pumps. Due to lack of sales the
company was forced to add a line of
turbine pumps and a line of irrigation
pumps. These helped to rebuild the
country after the dust bowl years.
Continued research and development
resulted in the company earning ArmyNavy E awards for pumps used in
submarines and other war ships during
the Second World War. Being absorbed
by New York Air Brake in 1952, the
company was semi-independent and
continued its research and development
on pumps for many other liquids besides
water. The need for larger and newer
space caused the plant to move to North
Aurora to a new 52 acre site.

the Independent Pneumatic Tool
Company, better known as the Thor
Power Tool Company. The factory
complex was located on the SE corner
of State and Claim Streets and built
tools
used
for
mining
and
manufacturing. After the streetcar line
was abandoned November 17, 1934,
the track was turned into a team track
used by anyone needing a place to
unload freight cars. I remember as a kid

The original plant at the corner of
Loukes and Dearborn consisted of two
main buildings served by a siding. As
with any early style industry, coal would
have been shipped in to feed boilers for
steam, both for the engines to turn the
overhead belts for the machines and
also heat.
Boxcars and possibly
gondola cars would move in the raw
castings for machining into the pumps.
Also lumber for shipping the new pumps
out would arrive via boxcars. Finished
pumps would be shipped out in boxcars
to the supply houses across the country.

1920’s era post card image of the Thor Tool factory above and catalog covers below. Steve Holding Collection

seeing a straddle loader running down
the streets of town moving lumber to the
Globe Lumber Company, which had a
lumber yard around the corner from
Farnsworth on New York St. This was
when lumber was loaded and unloaded
by the piece, not bundled or wrapped on
flat cars. Each stick of lumber was
unloaded and sorted into piles which the
straddle loader would move to the yard.
Very labor intensive indeed!

And like a lot of industrial spurs, this
track served other business as well.
Johnson Oil Refining Co. had a large
office/warehouse (about 40-foot square)
for unloading boxcars of cans and
drums of oil and pails of grease. Steel
tanks - three of 20,000 gallons and three
of 15,000 gallons would hold the liquid
products unloaded here for distribution
around the countryside. A two- or threedomed tank car could carry two or three
different blends or types of fuel in one
carload and in modeling breaks up the
use of all single dome tank cars.
That leaves the stub track, which
curves off to the right in the upper right
hand corner of the map. This track
originally was tied in to the streetcar
tracks, which ran throughout Aurora. It
was from here a little "cheese box on a
flat" work motor would trundle down the
tracks for over fourteen blocks with gons
of coal and boxes of raw materials for

Aurora, Elgin and Fox River Electric Company’s "cheese box on a flat" No. 491. - Barney
Neuberger Collection - Courtesy Steve Holding
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BURLINGTON TIME CAPSULE

by Rupert Gamlen

BURLINGTON’S LONGEST, SHORTEST, TALLEST, HIGHEST,
LOWEST, WIDEST, NARROWEST, MOST, LEAST, MISSING
AND BRIGHTEST
Whilst I was working on the CB&Q freight car roster project with a view to it
being published as a Burlington Bulletin, I made a list of "interesting" facts
for inclusion with the roster document. However, the page is more suited to
the Zephyr than the Roster so it is published here for your enjoyment and
information.
Lowest revenue no.
Highest revenue no.
Smallest type
Smallest class
Largest class
Shortest on roster
Longest revenue service
Oldest car

Lowest inside height
Highest inside height
Shortest outside length
Longest outside length
Narrowest interior
Widest exterior
Tallest car listed in ORER
Tallest car unlisted
Largest capacity
Greatest loading
Widest door opening
Complex renumbering

Most rebuilds
Missing class
Chinese red paint
Pre-merger paint
Brightest paint scheme

Largest roster
Smallest roster

Editor’s Note: The Zephyr staff is pleased to
introduce our newest regular contributor,
Rupert Gamlen. Those of you who are on
the CBQ Yahoo Group are familiar wilh
Rupert’s excellent research and organizational skills when it comes to the
Burlington, but what is so inspiring is that
he does it from his home in New Zealand!
This first article is sort of a “trivia” list for
Burlington fans, but I found it to be very
interesting. We hope you do too!

Explosive powder box car No. 1, built pre-1885, off roster 1907-8
Box car No. 199999, built as a sample at Aurora in 1914, renumbered to 130250 in 1916
1 pickle tank car No. 89557, 2 powder cars Nos. 1 & 2, 6 hearses
Nos. 10000-10005)
1 car No. 91850 (FM-15), No. 89122 (FM-16), No. 91899 (FM-17), No. 91875 (FD-1)
XM-34 - 16,205 cars including variants
1 year approx. - Nos. 94500-94509 (FM-2) built 1955, renumbered to 470900470909, sold in 1956 to Trailer Train
42 years - Nos. 91000-91249 (FM-11), built 1928, still on the roster in 1970
Waycar No. 14315, built at St Joseph in 1874 as KCStJ&CB No. 11, renumbered to
14315 in 1904 as class NE-1, renumbered to BN 11060 in 1970, and sold in 1976,
aged 102 years
5' 9" - Tiffany refrigerator No. 16100 (renumbered to 30100, 30500 and finally 39034)
12' 9" multiple box car classes (XML-6/A/B/C/D, XML-15/A)
28' - powder box car No. 1
93' 8" - Nos. 15000-15047 and Nos. 15100-15107 (XML-6/A/B/C/D)
7' 6½" - Keystone refrigerators Nos. 30010-30011
10' 8" - multiple types
17' from rail - Nos. 15000-15047 and Nos. 15100-15107 (XML-6/A/B/C/D)
17' 3 1/16" from rail, Nos. 46650-46749 (XA-14D) with extended sides
(bomber boxes) 1942-1946
10000 cu. ft. - Nos. 15000-15047 and Nos. 15100-15107 (XML-6/A/B/C/D)
300,000 lb - No. 91875 (FD-1)
80' (4 x 20' plug doors) - Nos. 57100-57107 (XML-6B)
Nos. 40500-40999 & Nos. 41000-41499 (XA-11), 511 cars to renumbered to
47489-47999 in 1934-5 - 350 of which were renumbered to 49134-49483 in
1939, and then to 10000-10877 from 1944 through 1951
Box cars Nos. 106600-107099 (XA-4) to Nos. 106600-107099 (XM-15) to
Nos. 121000-121299 (XM-27)
GS-4, XM-1 (2nd)
First cars painted in Chinese red were Nos. 62500-63999 (XM-32F) in January 1958
First new cars in pre-merger green paint were Nos. 20695-20899 (XML-16) in 1969
Nos. 14600-14649, yellow box cars with black doors, each bearing a red and white
oblique cross stripes, and marked "Chicago and Pacific Coast Fast Freight Line
(1885)
May 1967, 46166 freight cars including company service and waycars
1885, 16384 freight cars (10238 box cars, 3470 coal and flat cars, 2248 stock cars,
110 furniture cars, 2 powder cars, 45 refrigerator cars, 5 express cars, 222
waycars, 16 boarding cars, 30 MoW)

22
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RAILROADIANA & COLLECTABLES
Burlington Pocket Calendars Addendum
he last issue of the Zephyr (Issue
T
2-09 No. 59), had a wonderful
article by Gerald Edgar on Pocket
Calendars. His earliest calendar is
from 1936 and he asked if anyone had
information on any earlier calendars.
Shortly after the article came out, I
was fortunate to acquire a Pocket
Calendar dated 1884. Unlike the later
calendars we know, which are the size

Text & Photos by Ray Bedard

of playing cards and the entire year is
printed on the back, this 1884
calendar is smaller and consists of 7
pages printed on both sides. Each
month is listed on a separate page,
with a short commentary written at the
bottom. The booklet is held together
with a string, see photos below.
The front page is marked “Levison &
Blythe Stationery Co. St. Louis”. I

“Covet that popularity that follows, not that which must be run after.”
Motto of the Burlington Company
23

found a web site that refers to this
Company and notes that they also
sold ink. I did find references that this
Company was in business as early as
1880, perhaps even earlier.
The booklet is very nice, and I am glad
I was able to get it. It measures 2 3/8
inches by 1 5/8 inches. So now we
know that the Q had a pocket calendar
in use as early as 1884.
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NEWS AROUND THE SYSTEM
Last Kodachrome roll made
by Kodak is processed in KS

“Olympus” and Havelock
Baggage car updates
The Illinois Railway Museum board
has officially approved the acquistion
of CBQ No. 907, otherwise known as
the baggage car Olympus. Parts
needed to make the car roadworthy
have been located, and the museum
hopes to have the car ready to travel
soon!

Kodachrome Slide from 1955. - Jim
Ewinger Courtesy Bill Ewinger

Parsons, KS, July. 14, 2010 - Kodak
announced last year that it would
retire Kodachrome, a brand name of
color reversal film it had manufactured since 1935, and which has
been a favorite of railroad photographers ever since.
Freelance photojournalist Steve
McCurry, whose work has graced the
pages of National Geographic, laid 36
slides representing the last frames of
Kodachrome film on the light board
sitting on a counter in Dwayne's Photo
Service in Parsons.
National Geographic has closely
documented the journey of the final
roll of Kodachrome manufactured,
down to its being processed.
Dwayne's was the only photo lab left
in the world to handle Kodachrome
processing, so National Geographic
Television producer Yvonne Russo
and National Geographic magazine
senior video producer Hans Weise
found themselves in Parsons along
with McCurry, with the final roll of the
iconic film of the 20th century.
McCurry said he spent about two
months shooting the images, which
also included some scenic photos, as
well as serendipitous moments on the
streets of New York.
If National Geographic does a spread
on the journey of this final roll of
Kodachrome, McCurry said it will likely
come out in the spring 2011 and will
consist of only four to six images
selected from the roll.
However, Weise said, "The entire 36
frames shot will be sent to the
Eastman House in Rochester, New
York, where Kodak is based."
From Parsons Sun article
by COLLEEN SURRIDGE

Funding has been making decent
progress, however there remains a
need as they still need to fund the
cost of keeping the car on property,
and doing some of the early restoration work. The museum still needs
about $6000, so any donation, large
or small will help.
The Pullman Library at IRM also
needs the support of CB&Q fans to
get the Havelock baggage car No.
993 restoration completed to house
Pullman Library documents including of course the freight car correspondence files that will include
CB&Q freight cars. The museum has
used some funds from Pullman
Library fees and to a lesser extent
donations to get the 993 onto IRM
property last October.
The push now is to complete
restoration of the car with an all volunteer effort by the “Wednesday
Special Projects Group.” They have
brought the car from last year's rusting leaky hulk to a leaktight car with
large rust areas in all doors, body
and roof cut out, welded and
patched. Most of the car has a first
coat of silver aluminum paint on
most of the body with black painted
trucks as shown in 1960's livery, a
second coat to be applied in the
spring then lettered.
The car’s fund is currently $1000 in
the hole, which has to be fixed
promptly as the IRM Board wants no
negative balances on car restoration.

CB&Q NE10 No. 13500 Relocated

No. 13500 in orange & black. - Hol Wagner

Long-time Bandana Square railroad
equipment displays on the east-west
panel track just west of the skywalk to
the parking ramp have been
relocated. The CB&Q’s first steel
waycar, NE10 No. 13500 is now at
Jackson Street along with GN F7
454A (painted NP). The drop-bottom
gon is reported to be at a museum in
Yakima.
The caboose interior was badly
damaged by a rotten and leaky roof
and restoration required a new roof
and all new interior siding. The
museum has successfully replicated
the original wooden sash windows,
which makes the restoration of the
interior about 90% complete.
From CBQ Yahoo List Reports by
ERIC HOPP & CHARLES HAMM

More Bi-levels Relettered
Here is the current list of
BNSF/Metra bilevel cars which have
recieved the new nameboard lettering:
BURLINGTON:
742
760
767
772
786
743
762
768
773
756
763
771
780
BNSF RAILWAY:
741
749
761
779
746
750
762
782
747
751
764
784
748
757
775
785
From Reports by
JOE Le MAY and JIM SINGER

Please remember that public support of both cars is needed and as
we approach the end of the year,
donations to this CBQ car (or any
CBQ equipment at IRM for that matter) are fully tax deductible.
From CBQ Yahoo List Reports by
TED ANDERSON and PHIL STEPEK
24

Depot on the move - Colin Perkins, Lincoln
Area Model Railroad Club & Museum
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NEWS AROUND THE SYSTEM - (CONTINUED)
Roca, NE Depot Moved

From MICHAEL BARTELS

The former Burlington Roca,
Nebraska, depot was moved from the
old State Fair Park in Lincoln,
Nebraska, to a temporary site at the
Lancaster Event Center grounds at
84th Street and Havelock Avenue
northeast of Lincoln in early August
2010. The Lincoln Area Model
Railroad Club and Museum moved the
depot, and BN caboose No. 12132 in
April, to develop as a railroad
museum. They had been part of the
Heritage Village at the fairgrounds but
with the Nebraska State Fair moving
to Grand Island this year, the old
grounds are being cleared for
redevelopment as the University of
Nebraska-Lincoln's Innovation Campus.
The depot was moved to the
fairgrounds from Roca in the summer
of 1976 when Heritage Village was
developed in conjunction with the U.S.
Bicentennial. The Nebraska State
Railway Commission let the CB&Q
discontinue its Roca agency on Feb.
16, 1951, and discontinue the
custodian on July 5, 1961. See
www.lamrcandm.org for photos and a
video of the recent depot move.
From MICHAEL BARTELS

Edwards motor car body of Q
No. 9502 discovered / destroyed
In late July or early August a
gentleman called Archie Hayden and
told him that he was tearing down an
old house in Hannibal and found a
railroad coach “in” the house. Archie
went out and looked and discovered
that it was the body of CB&Q’s
Edwards gas electric No. 9502. The
motor car was built around 1925 and
scrapped around 1934. The body was
most likely purchased by a Q
employee, moved to the edge of town
and adapted into a residence or

summer cabin. The lumber primarily
used as siding to cover the outside of
the car was the type of tongue-andgroove siding used on many railroad
out buildings and depots. Archie
posted several photographs of the
discovery to the “Edwards gas electric
9502” Photo Album on the CBQ Yahoo
Group site, some are included here.
Unfortunately, the body was not
savable but very interesting none the
less. As you may recall, its sister No.
507 (fully restored and operating) was
sold at auction last summer at the
Farmington, Ft. Madison & Western
for $82,000 and reported on in the last
Zephyr.

Demolition of the outer
shell of the house already
in progress. - Archie
Hayden

Brownville (NE) Railroad
History Center dedicated

Beneath the outer shell
you can see the wellpreserved remains of the
9502. - Archie Hayden

The Brownville Railroad History
Center was dedicated by the
Brownville Historical Society on June
12, 2010. It's located in the former
Brownville depot, moved uptown from
its original location a number of years
ago. Ex-CB&Q NE12 waycar No.
13560 (BN No. 10331) is on display in
front of the building.

Demolition of the motor
car body in progress. Archie Hayden

History Center - Brownville Historical Society

Here’s Archie holding all
that remains, the car’s
numbers. - Archie Hayden

As a Q Depot - Brownville Historical Society
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NEW PRODUCTS - BOOKS & MAGAZINE ARTICLES
A History of the CB&Q
Illinois Pea Vine
by R.W. "Bud" Linroth
The second
edition of this
book that was
first reported in
the Zephyr No.
58
is
now
available direct
from the author.
It is a second
edition
rather
than a second
printing because
it contains 55 new pictures including
33 in color and 3 on a double page
layout. There are 48 pictures from the
1st edition that were black & white and
now are in color. There are also some
text additions including information
about the "moonlight" jobs (#69 and
64), from Leo Phillipp, some
recollections from the son of the
Barstow Coal chute master, a
timetable and map from the Clinton,
Davenport, and Muscatine (a
predecessor of the Dri-line), some
information from Ayers Junction and
some abandonment dates that were
not in the first edition.
Sticker price is $39.95 minus a 10%
BRHS member discount plus $3.16 for
media mail shipping. Total cost to
BRHS members is $39.11. Bud
accepts personal checks, money
orders or Paypal. Contact:
R.W. “Bud” Linroth
1681 Knox Road 1350 East
Dahinda, Illinois 61428
Email: wcman8@yahoo.com

The Dutiful Son: Louis W. Hill
Life in the Shadow of the
Empire Builder, James J. Hill
by Biloine “Billie” Young
and Eileen McCormack
The Ramsey
County Historical
Society
has
announced the
publication of this
new book. Local
author
Young
and researcher
McCormack
bring to light the
extraordinary life
and contributions
of Louis Hill Sr., the second son of
James J. Hill.
Following the death of his father,
Louis Hill took on the management of
the Great Northern Railway and
banking empire, became the major
force behind the establishment and
development of Glacier National Park,
restored the St. Paul Winter Carnival
as a city-wide celebration and
equitably settled his parents’ vast
estate despite, at times, bitter
opposition from members of his family.
Published by the Ramsey County
Historical Society Historical Society,
this 356-page, hardcover, 7”x10”
book contains over 125 photos, maps
and an index.
Available from
bookstores and resellers, this $36.95
book is also available at the Ramsey
County Historical Society office at
their Landmark Center or you may
order directly from the RCHS by
calling 651-222-0701
www.rchs.com/dutiful_son Louis Hill.htm

N Scale Railroading - 10th
Anniversary Issue
The September
/ October 2010
issue of N Scale
Railroading
contains
an
excellent article
on the C&S
Nightcrawler-trains No. 29 &
30
by
Mike
Danneman. The
author sets, then
p r o v i d e s
descriptions of
how he modeled
each car. This
article is an
e x c e l l e n t
demonstration
on how to model
a
reasonably
a c c u r a t e
CB&Q/C&S local
or fast mail train
with limited kit-bashing. Several
ready-to-run models already on the
market are used, Kato's earlier Budd
cars, Q-related kits like
Q
Connection’s Havelock baggage, and
Joe Valerio and Gregg Scott’s GHQ
E5 resin shells. The magazine is
available at your local hobby shop for
$5.95, or add $2 shipping for ONE
issue and order directly from:
North American N Scale
PO Box 77296
Seattle, WA 98177-0296
United States
www.nscalerailroadn.com

NEW PRODUCTS - MISCELLANEOUS
Burlington Route Floor Mat
Chris Sunderland operates a hobby
business called Castle Valley
Backshop in Riverton, Utah. He has
created a line of commercial grade 3'
x 5' rubberized floor mats with railroad
emblems on them with the locomotive
color schemes for that railroad.
These retail for $120.00 but he is
offering them to BRHS members for
$100.00 each. These mats are nonskid and also anti-static. They are
very durable and washable. Just
clean them with a little soap and
water. They, of course, make an

attractive addition to any trainroom or
den.
Please
inquire
at
drgwchris@comcast.net, or you may
call (801) 703-5995 for more
information.
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CD of CB&Q Depot Drawings
Tim Fleck is offering a CD with scans
of over 300 CB&Q depot drawings
plus indexes indicating cost of building
depots. Available for only $9.99 plus
$4.99 Priority flat rate envelope
shipping. Proceeds of the CD are
going to restore Q waycar No. 13889.
She needs a new roof and some
siding work and a new “old style” paint
job. Payment can be by check or
money order sent to:
Tim Fleck
15 Pleasant Street
Greenwood,NE. 68366
or paypal to tf5077@yahoo.com
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NEW PRODUCTS - MODELS
N SCALE
INTERMOUNTAIN
In their October 8th flyer, InterMountain Railway Co.
announced a new run of FT units, including four CB&Q
sets. The locomotives are packaged as A-B sets and are
DCC-ready with Micro-Trains couplers, wire grabs, etched
metal details and sharp paint/lettering.
List: $189.95

CB&Q
CB&Q
CB&Q
CB&Q

105A-B - InterMountain #69007-05
105D-C - InterMountain #69007-06
108A-B - InterMountain #69007-07
111A-B - InterMountain #69007-08

Reservations due by November 30th

Expected Delivery May-June 2011

This new ACF 4650 Cu Ft 3-Bay Hopper is painted gray,
with red lettering. The rectangular Burlington Route logo is
red and black with white letters. The model is equipped
with etched metal roof walks, and Micro-Trains® couplers
and trucks with low profile wheels. Built: NEW 3-66
List: $21.95
Stock Number / Road Number
67066-01 / 86202
67066-04 / 86321
67066-02 / 86239
67066-05 / 86335
67066-03 / 86258
67066-06 / 86346

In Stock Contact Your Dealer
www.intermountain-railway.com

N & HO SCALE
BRASS CAR SIDES
After several years of accumulating reservations,
Dennis Henry has reached the minimum number of
reservations to add N and HO scale brass passenger
car sides for the GN/CB&Q/SP&S 1947 Empire
Builder Pullman Standard 8-4-4 "Pass" sleepers to
his catalog. The two CB&Q cars in this series, 1167
"Cut Bank Pass" and 1168 "Red Gap Pass", were not only found on the 1947 EB, Blackhawk, and Western Star, but
also other Q overnight trains as fill-in and extra cars.
The sides will come with full skirts, which may be trimmed as desired for the later appearance of these cars. The N
sides will be designed for the American Limited Models core kits. The HO sides will be sized to match the Walthers
"River" and second "Pass" sleepers, although they may also be used with other body options.
The first run has sold out, but the second run should be available by Thanksgiving. Please see
www.brasscarsides.com for stock numbers, prices, and updates. Reservations are still most welcome and will
assure that such orders will be filled. Feel free to email Dennis at dchenry@gac.edu for reservations or questions.

HO SCALE
ACCURAIL
Released in September is this 40' Wood Refrigerator Car
painted in Colorado & Southern livery - Mineral Red and
Yellow with Black & White Graphics
List $14.98 Retail
Stock No. 4841 Road No. 50163
Released in October is this CB&Q XM-3B 50' Combination
Plug and Sliding Double Door Steel boxcar in Chinese Red
with White and Black Graphics - “Hydraulic Cushioning”
lettering. Built during 1963.
List $13.98
www.accurail.com

Stock No. 5207.1 Road Number
27

BRHS_Zephyr60_9x_9x_BRHS_251129 8/18/2021 12:17 PM Page 28

HO SCALE
INTERMOUNTAIN RAILWAY COMPANY
CB&Q XM-32A Modified AAR 40' Boxcar with Way of the
Zephyrs lettering, Metal Wheelsets and Kadee® Couplers.
List $28.95
Expected delivery: November
Stock Number / Road Number
46805-01 / 35066
46805-04 / 35318
46805-02 / 35124
46805-05 / 35482
46805-03 / 35259
46805-06 / 35671

www.intermountain-railway.com

RED CABOOSE
This Wood Side BREX Refrigerator Car is painted with
yellow sides, oxide red ends and roof, and black underframe. The Burlington Route herald is red, black and white.
The model is equipped with metal wheelsets and Kadee®
couplers.
Built: PLT 7-47
Stock Number
RR-34461-1 /
RR-34461-2 /
RR-34461-3 /
RR-34461-4 /

MSRP: $34.95
Contact Your Dealer to order

/ Road Number
75503 RR-34461-5
75517 RR-34461-6
75526 RR-34461-7
75527 RR-34461-8

/
/
/
/

75531
75538
75542
75549

ROUNDHOUSE
HO Ready To Run 85' Pullman Palace Passenger Cars
Key Features
*
*
*
*
*
*
*

RND85309 CB&Q Combine “Minneapolis”

Fully assembled and ready for your layout
Factory installed wire grab irons
Wire truss rods
Razor sharp painting and printing
Now with body mounted couplers
Machined RP25 profile 36" metal wheels
McHenry scale knuckle spring couplers installed

RND85329 CB&Q Dining Car

MSRP: $34.95 each
In Stock - Contact your Dealer to order
RND85349 CB&Q Sleeper “Angelo”

RND85369 CB&Q Sleeper “Apollo”

RND85389 CB&Q Observation
28
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QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS
Q10-1

Wayne Wesolowski sent the Zephyr a really poor
photocopy that he uncovered in a box he had not
opened for decades. The car appears to be a
wood tank car that is numbered CB&Q 91999. It
is lettered “Aurora Lithia Water” which we believe
to be the Aurora in Washington State where lithia
water is found. It also contains “Hinkley & Schmitt
Distributor” lettering. What is really interesting
about this car is the roof railing. We are looking
for any kind of information about this car.

Q10-2

Mike Gruber provided the Zephyr with a photo of
GP9 No. 274 taken at Lincoln, NE on 6/10/69 and
asked what the purpose was of the equipment box
installed above the battery box on the engineer's
side of the short hood.
It has been determined that this is either a Radio
Equipment box or an Automatic Cab Signal box.
Due to the short hood area containing the Vapor
Clarkson steam generator and "dry hopper", there
wasn't any room to mount the either type of
equipment inside the hood when originally installed.
Research has shown that none of the GP9s are
EVER listed on a Q assignment sheet as being
cab signal equipped from 1956 on. However, the
same assignment sheets starting with Jan-Mar
1957, shows the GP9s assigned to the Lincoln
Division that are radio equipped. By Mar-Apr only
three GP9s assigned to Lincoln are not radio
equipped and by Jul-Sep all are radio equipped.
GP 7's 243 and 244 are shown in assignment
sheets to have cab signals and they have boxes
like those seen on the steam locos.

GP9 No. 274 with the Mystery Box.. - Mike Gruber Collection

If you have anything that would help clarify this
question, please contact the Zephyr Editor.

GP9 No. 273 on December 24, 1956 near St. Paul, NE. - Dick Rumbolz
GP7 No. 244 in 1960, equipped with the ACS Box that appears to be
virtually identical to the one on top of CB&Q Hudson No. 3003 to the
right.. - (left) Max Zimmerlein, (right) David Lotz

Q&A needs everyone’s help to find
these answers and uncover
interesting facts about
the Burlington lines and
history.
NW2 No. 9212 showing radio equipment on its rooftop. - Ken Crist
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QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS -

(CONTINUED)

Q10-3

What role did the CB&Q play in the building of the
town of Greenfield, IL during the early 20th
century? Also, does anyone have photos of the
area?

A10-3

According to information found on the Illinois Valley
Cultural Heritage Association web site:
www.eldredhouse.com/index_files/greenfield.htm
Greenfield was established in 1832, platted and
named in 1834, long before the railroad arrived. In
1856, the Rock Island and Alton was organized but
nothing was constructed. After a name change in
1859, and sale in 1868 to the Rockford, Rock
Island & St. Louis, construction was finally begun
and was completed through Greenfield in 1870.
Seven years later, the line was leased to the CB&Q
and was eventually deeded to them in 1899. Also,
the Litchfield Carrolton & Western Railway (Later
the Chicago & Alton) was constructed in 1883 to
the south edge of Greenfield. Along the CB&Q line
in town was the CB&Q’s stockyard, a grain
elevator, a cider and feed grinding mill and an ice
house. The web site listed has some very small
images of the area including one of a Greenfield
depot that may be available for purchase from
them.

Q10-4

I got this, years ago, from my Mother's antique
shop and don't have a clue as to what it is. It is
stamped "Burlington Route" and "S.G. ADAMS
METALWARE CO, ST. LOUIS on the sides. It is
approximately 5" tall. Can you identify it for me,
please?

A10-4

What you have is a lamp or torch that used
either oil or kerosene. The wick went down the
"spout" and a wire handle looped above the tabs
with holes on either side

ADVERTISING INSERT PROGRAM OF THE BRHS
ecause the BRHS does not accept advertising in the
B
Burlington Bulletin and permits only BRHS members to
place ads in the Zephyr's Exchange Place, the Society has

flyer and not an offer or official notice on behalf of the
Burlington Route Historical Society
The Advertiser is responsible for printing the required
number of copies of the insert and delivering them to
BRHS for mailing as directed. Arrangements can be
made for the insert to be included with a particular
Burlington Bulletin, Zephyr or Calendar, but it is up to the
Advertiser to have the insert available according to the
Society's mailing schedule. The mailing of BRHS
publications will not be delayed to accommodate an
Advertiser.
(NOTE to BRHS members; Flyers included with the
Burlington Bulletin, Zephyr or Calendar may or may not be
official publications or offers of the Burlington Route
Historical Society. The Society assumes no responsibility
for products and services advertised by other individuals
or businesses through BRHS channels, although every
effort will be taken to protect members from fraudulent
offers. If you should purchase an item or service through
a flyer included with a Society mailing, please contact the
Advertiser and not the BRHS.)

a program that makes it possible for advertising inserts to be
included with the mailing of these publications or the annual
Society calendar. Basically, for the nominal fee of $75 per
insert, anyone may prepare an advertisement flyer for
distribution (with the approval of BRHS officials).
Here are the details;
The Advertiser prepares the insert and sends a proof copy to
the BRHS at P.O. Box 456, LaGrange, IL 60525, along with
a check or money order for $75.00 per insert. Inserts should
be 8-1/2” x 11" and may or may not be printed on both sides.
Once the insert is approved, the check or money order will
be cashed prior to the insertion date.
BRHS officials will review the content of the flyer to ensure it
provides a value to members of the Society and contains no
inappropriate material, The Society reserves the right to
refuse any advertising insert for any reason. An insert must
be clearly marked with the Advertiser's name, address and
other pertinent information denoting that it is an advertising
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EXCHANGE PLACE
Wanted:

Wanted:

Wanted:

Looking for alignment charts / profile drawings of the
Hannibal Division line between Mt. Pleasant, IA and Salem,
IA and the Burlinton/Ottumwa Division line between Winfield,
IA nad Oskaloosa IA. Contact Phil Borleske, 2002 S 1st
Avenue, Vinton, IA, 52349-2618. Phone (319) 472-3918

VOLUNTEER POSITIONS
AVAILABLE
The BRHS Board is seeking volunteer
help in the following positions:

VICE PRESIDENT OPERATIONS
We are looking for an individual that
would be responsible for coordinating the
operations of the BRHS. This person
works closely with the President and the
BRHS Board of Directors to ensure that all
of the activities and meets of the BRHS
are successful.

Information or photos of two young lads
in the fireman’s window of the CB&Q
SW7 No. 9255 on Spetember 19, 2009
at the Illinois Railway Museum during
the BRHS Fall Meet. Contact Richard
Valtman, 3278 Harrison Avenue,
Brookfield, IL, 60513. Phone (708)485-5560

VICE PRESIDENT PUBLICATIONS

Looking for anyone who has a copy of an HO 2-10-2 with an
oil tender built by Samhongsa for Challenger Imports. I
have unassembled parts, but no instructions, photos or
diagrams to assist me with assembly. If others have, or
could take detail photos of the tender from all angles that will
assist me, it would be most appreciated. I'm also interested
in making an HO model of the auxiliary oil tender used by
the C&S for their 900's. Can anyone help me with this too?
Contact John Stockton, 620 S. Pinto Place, Tucson, AZ,
85748. Phone (520) 296-0667 email: zephyrjohnaz@aol.com

We are looking for an individual that
would be responsible for coordinating the
production of the publications of the
BRHS, which include the Burlington
Bulletin, Zephyr, Calendar and Annual
Report. This person will work closely with
the Editors, printer and VP of Operations.

VICE PRESIDENT - ARCHIVES
We are looking for an individual to
continue the task of locating a suitable,
permanent location for the BRHS Archives
and to oversee the current collection of
materials.

MEET COORDINATOR

2010 BRHS SPRING MEET DATE & CITY
The 2010 Spring Meet of the BRHS will be held in batavia, IL on
Saturday, April 9th 2011. Mark your calendars now!! More details will
be announced in the next issue of the Zephyr and on the BRHS web
site at www.BurlingtonRoute.com.

ZEPHYR NO. 59 ERRATA
Frank Carlson, of the C&NWHS Archives Committee, sent the Zephyr a note
correcting the caption on the C&GU “Pioneer.” According to the Baldwin Co.
records, this locomotive was actually built in 1842 as Baldwin Locomotive No.
184 for the Tonawanda Railway No. 4, a 4-2-0 with iron frame. The CG&U then
purchased it for $3,800 from Rochester & Tonawanda Railroad and named it
"Batavia" in September of 1848. It arrived by ship, the "Buffalo" in early October
of that same year.
One of our readers sent the Zephyr a note pointing out a grammatical error on
my part. I have used the possesive word “its” as “it's.” “It's” is a contraction of
"it is." It can also be a contraction of "it has." But “it's” is not a possessive.
The answer identified as A09-02 in Zephyr No. 59 should have been identified
as A09-01.
The caption of the Austin Western photo at the top of page 13 should say
“looking to the northeast” instead of northwest.
My apologies for these errors!

We are looking for a person who would
assist the VP of Operations in planning
and coordinating the Spring and Annual
Meets. This person would locate and
organize volunteers for the meet’s
operations.
ZEPHYR #60 CONTRIBUTORS
Bryan Howell
Ted Anderson
Michael Bartels
Bill Jelinek
Ray Bedard
Joe Le May
Dennis Blunt
Lincoln Area Model
Phil Borleske
RR Club & Museum
BRHS Archives
Bud Linroth
Brownville Historical Bob Milner
Society
Bob Nelson
Gerald Edgar
Jim Singer
Lee Edgar
Phil Stepek
Bill Ewinger
John Stockton
Tim Fleck
Chris Sunderland
Rupert Gamlen
Colleen Surridge
Bill Glick
Ron Swanson
Rich Gortowski
Gene Tacey
Bob Grenier
Hol Wagner
Mike Gruber
Phil Weibler
Charles Hamm
Wayne Wesolowski
Greg White
Archie Hayden
Sharon Henricks
Union Pacific
Holiday Inn
University of Illinois
Steve Holding
Richard Valtman
Eric Hopp
Max Zimmerlein
ZEPHYR EDITOR David Lotz
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WHERE TO WRITE

Y

our Society continues to strive to provide better service to the members. The following addresses should be used
in order to provide you with quicker responses to your requests. Please enclose a large #10 SSAE for our response.

The BRHS has a comprehensive web site on the internet. Check it out! The address is www.burlingtonroute.com.

For all correspondence pertaining to
membership including renewals:
BRHS Membership Services
P.O. Box 456
La Grange, IL 60525

Archives:
Direct correspondence:
BRHS Archive Committee
P.O. Box 456
La Grange, IL 60525

For all matters pertaining to finances: BULLETIN Commercial Sales Information:
Contact the BRHS Treasurer at:
Contact Gene Tacey:
P.O. Box 456
P.O. Box 485
La Grange, IL 60525
Sutherland, NE, 69165
Email: taceys@gpcom.net
Material for publication in the
BURLINGTON BULLETIN:
The ZEPHYR is published on an irregular schedule and is included with
Send to BULLETIN Editor:
membership in the Burlington Route Historical Society. A regular
membership in the Society is $30.00 per year; sustaining membership is
Hol Wagner
$60.00 per year. Members outside the United States are assessed a
c/o Burlington Bulletin
postage surcharge. Yearly membership begins on the first day of the
6681 Zang Street
current quarter when dues are received during the first two months of that
Arvada, CO 80004
quarter. Otherwise, membership begins on the first day of the following
quarter. Quarters begin January 1, April 1, July 1 and October 1. Single
Material for publication in the
copies and some back issues of the BURLINGTON BULLETIN and the
ZEPHYR:
ZEPHYR are available.
Send to ZEPHYR Editor:
David Lotz
BRHS DIRECTORS OFFICERS
113 Magnolia Drive
(effective October 2010)
President . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Gene Tacey
Pooler, GA 31322
John Brennan
Vice President, Operations . . . . . . . . . . . . .Open
Email: Dave_Lotz@bellsouth.net
Bill Jelinek
Vice President, Publications . . . . . . . . . . . .Open
Dick Kasper
Back Issue Sales:
Vice President, Archives . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Open
Richard Morgan-Fine
Contact Richard Morgan-Fine
Vice President, Membership . . . . . . Allen Moore
Leon Ploger
BRHS-Back Issues
Treasurer . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Leon Ploger
Jim Singer
P.O. Box 107
Secretary . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Bill Jelinek
Clarinda, IA 51632
Gene Tacey

The “Pioneer” at work on the C&NW Rock
River bridge at Rockford, IL in 1869, five
years before the historic locomotive was
retired. C&NW Photo
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